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Introduction
Phoneticians have argued that English word stress is unpredictable. "There is no simple way of knowing which syllable or syllables in an English word must be stressed, but every time you learn another word you must be sure to learn how it is stressed" (O'Connor, 1967, p. 115) . Gordon (1974) recommended a good dictionary as the simplest way to correct pronunciation as word accent is not that predictable. For years generative analysis of English phonology has afforded handy rules for stress placement (Birjandi & Salmani-Nodoushan, 2005; Chomsky & Halle, 1968; Dickerson, 1978 Dickerson, , 1981 Dickerson, , 1982 Dickerson, , 1985 Dickerson, , 1986 Dickerson, , 1989 Dickerson & Finney, 1978) . This article shows how morphological make-up can help to predict English word accent.
Key Syllable (KS) and Left Syllable (LS)
To begin with, ESL/EFL learners should be able to locate key and left syllables. In any English word there is a canonical syllable called the Key Syllable (KS) defined as the last vowel spelling pattern and all extra letters at the end of a word or before an ending (Yarmohammadi, 1995) . Primary word stress is assigned either to the KS or to the syllable immediately to its left, the Left Syllable (LS).
KSs do not necessarily correspond to morphological and/or syllabification units; they all begin with a vowel (V), which may be followed by another vowel, one consonant (C) or more, or the letter e. Moreover, an -e never precedes the neutral ending -s; where an -e precedes a word-final -s, the -e must always be included with the -s. Only accent-governing endings affect word accent. They fall into various categories and are discussed below.
The presence of a prefix may determine stress placement, and EFL/ESL learners should recognize major Anglo-Saxon (AS) and Latinate (L) prefixes. Moreover, some L prefixes undergo assimilation and take various alternate forms (see Appendixes A-C).
Types of Accent Rules
In this article I present four morphology-based accent rules: (a) Prefix Weak Accent Rule (PWAR), (b) V/VC Weak Accent Rule (V/VCWAR), (c) Key Strong Accent Rule (KSAR), and (d) Left Strong Accent Rule (LSAR).
PWAR
From the Key Syllable, accent the Left Syllable, but not a prefix; if you cannot accent the Left, then accent the Key. For PWAR to apply, EFL/ESL learners need to answer two questions: 1. Does the word belong to the domain of PWAR?
2. Does the Left Syllable contain any part of a prefix? The term domain is synonymous with part of speech (i.e., verbs, adverbs, adjectives and nouns). There are three possible answers to the second question: no, yes, or there is no LS. Each possibility entails a specific type of accent placement. Where there is no prefix in the LS, the accent falls on the LS; otherwise, it remains on the KS (see Table 1, Tables 1-5 are adapted from Yarmkammadi, 1995, with permission and modifications).
In consider and defines, for example, the accent is on the Key because the Left Syllables are prefixes, but in yellowing the accent is on the Left. In objectively the ending -ly is neutral and does not count, -ive is a weak ending and is within the domain of PWAR. But ob-is a prefix and the accent falls on 
V/VCWAR
From a V or VC Key, accent Left; if you cannot accent Left (i.e., there is no LS, or the KS is not V or VC), then accent the Key (see Table 2 ).
V/VCWAR applies principally to words with weak endings. To apply V/VCWAR, ESL/EFL learners must (a) identify word domains, and (b) recognize word endings. They should also decide where in the word to place the accent according to V/VCWAR (i.e., they must identify the KS and determine its spelling pattern). For example, in monumental the Key is VCC, in thesaurus VVC, and in flamboyancy VV. The accent will, therefore, remain on KS in these words. In analytically, the neutral -ly does not count and the KS is VC, LS is accented. In total there is no LS and the accent falls on the KS. Moreover, in category 1 all words have a word-final -ic where -ic is the KS.
KSAR
For a Strong Sequence (SS), accent the KS. English SSs include iV Strong Sequences (iVSS) (e.g., iar, ian, iac) and eV Strong Sequences (eVSS) (e.g., eate, eo, eon). The iVSS category does not include the strings -ies, -ied, -ier, -iest, or word-final -ie. Unlike the term ending, the term sequence is neutral to position and is, therefore, preferred over the ending because patterns of accent occur not only word-finally but also wordmedially (e.g. stationary, behaviorism). In the word-medial position, eV sequences are unrestricted. Furthermore, where a word contains a strong sequence, word domain is irrelevant (see Table 3 ).
The syllable immediately to the left of the SS is the KS. The KS may be preceded by a Left Syllable (e.g., etr in petroleum) or may not (e.g., area). By excluding ies, ied, ier, and iest strings, and also ie# (i.e., word-final ie), the learner can be sure that all other iVSs are strong. Where final y (i.e., y#) changes to i before plural, superlative, comparative, or past morphemes (e.g., happiest), the resulting sequences are not real iVSSs. Moreover, for KSAR to operate, the KS in SSs should contain only one vowel; au, eu, and ou are permitted (e.g., nauseous, Aleutian), but ue, ua, and uo cannot be the Key (e.g., situation, influential). Other exceptions include denial, appliance, classifiable, European, museum, and idea.
LSAR
For terminals and short nouns, accent the LS.
Notice that a word should it be submitted to LSAR only after is has failed to comply with any of the previous rules. The syllable third from the right in heavy (i.e., 3+ syllabic) words is the antepenultimate syllable (see Table 4 ). In category 1, the penultimate syllable is the KS, and the antepenultimate syllable is the LS; here the LS is accented. In y-final heavy nouns (category 2) too the LS is accented. Most bi-syllabic nouns in category 3 receive the accent on their penultimate syllables (i.e. their LSs). Words in category 4 too receive the accent on their antepenultimate syllables (i.e., the LS). The last spelling pattern within words in categories 1, 2, and 4 can point to the KS (i.e., they are neither sequences nor endings; rather, they are terminals). Notice that category 3 contains terminal-free bi-syllabic words consisting of an LS and a KS (i.e., light words, see Table 5 ). In each example, the KS is italicized and the LS underlined.
As the first refinement in words that end in terminals, if an SS occurs immediately to the left of the terminal, the KSAR applies, not the LSAR. As the second refinement, heavy verbs must have no prefix immediately to the left of the terminal. This distinguishes between verbs like reinstate (PWAR) and reinstigate (LSAR): re / inst / ig / ate re / in / st / ate p + LS + KS + T P+ P + φ + T Where P = prefix; φ = letter sequence that fails to count as a syllable.
As the third refinement, the LSAR operates on words that end in -ize, -ist, -ism, and -ish only if they include no weak ending or strong sequence (SS) immediately to the left of the terminal (e.g., westernize, determinism, devilish, psychologist). Moreover, in words that include internal weak endings, accent will be assigned according to the rule demanded by the weak ending in question (e.g., feverish, positivism, capitalize).
Light nouns with a V or VC in the KS often receive accent on the LS. Light nouns that contain VCC, VCe, or VV Key Syllables follow no solid rule for accent assignment; only a few KSs found within this category of light nouns retain accent consistently on themselves (e. g., -oon, -oo, -ese, -ade) . For example, baboon bamboo Chinese arcade Overall, the key to the correct application of LSAR is that EFL/ESL learners must not mistake a weak ending or a word-final SS for a terminal. They should also be able to identify word domains by context clues, judge the number of spelled syllables in them, and locate the KS.
Special Accent Cases
In American English, two sets of morphologically complex words of Greek origin resist the application of LSAR: 1. words (ending in -archy, -mony, -doxy, -epsy, or -choly) with secondary accent on the KS before the -y terminal that receive accent on the syllable immediately to the left of the LS (e.g., hierarchy, oligarchy, matrimony, testimony, epilepsy, melancholy, orthodoxy) ; and 2. words with tri-syllabic prefixes (i.e., cinema-, encephalo-, entero-, cephalo-, hetero-, platino-, and sidero-) with accent on the first of the three syllables in the prefix (e.g. heterodox and sideroscope). Often English words contain auto-accented sequences of a foreign origin (e.g., -ide, -alre, -ee, -eer, -esce, -esque, -eur, Vque, -ehe, -ier, -oo, and -oon) , where the major accent falls on these word-final auto-accented sequences.
Conclusion
In this article I demonstrate that word stress in English is highly predictable on morphological grounds. I argue that EFL/ESL learners can predict the correct pronunciation of almost any English word provided they understand what is meant by Key Syllable (KS), Left Syllable (LS), Strong Sequence (SS), and terminal. Four morphology-based rules of stress placement are discussed and the few exceptions are explained. d, g, l, m, n, j, r, and v, which represent voiced consonant sounds. 
